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Thc Tscit l ins l l rLrght the ol iginl l
-1,500-srlutr le-f irot I lunc'ho Saltt i l
l ' i '  horrst '  in 2(XX), ln( l  in 200;, thev
contnl( ' t( ,( l  i rr ' t ' l l i t ( ' ( ' t  l )r 'c$ Htr lrbel l
to pcr ' l i rr l  i l  nl l l iol '  r 'el lovation. 

' [ 'he

r ' \ l ) lnsion inclclserl  the I lrrr ie's size
to 8,0(X) s(lulr ' ( '  f i , r '1, rvhic'h inclucles
e iglt t  l r t ' t l t rronrs antl  st,r ' t ,n l l r ths.

"\ \ ' t ,  r lesignerl thc house u' i th our
gl 'rn(lcl) i l ( l len in rninrl ," \1ir 'hael er-

1,r l l i r t t ,r l .  " \ \ 'e wlrnterl  thent to l iave u
conrl irr tulr lc spuct u' lr t ,r ' t '  thev coukl
pl lr :"

' l 'he ' l 'se 
i t l ins also halt '  f i \ ' ( '  gr ln(l

pirrnos thloLrghout t l i t '  housc: t l i t '  l i r-
ing |o0nr, the cleu, the teuc'hing str.r-
dio lncl one in eat 'h o1'tht '  tu'o gut,st

suitcs on the lori 'el  lelel.
"IJcc'alrse ol or. l l  l ) l 'ofession, r i 'e

hln'e nrant '  al t ists l 'ho ( 'onle to stav
with us," he sl icl .  "When thev prac-
t ice together: i t  sounds l ike a rnusic
c'oltsela'atola'."

l\{ic'hai'l ri'ls bom into a firniilv
ol nrusiciaus. His fathert Alexanclel
Tseitlin, rr'as l cornpose.r lnd conduc-
tul at the llolshoi The.ater in Mosco$'.
His nrother', \'irle'ntina Altokumova
Tseit l in, u'as a prinra bal lerina u' i th
the l i r lshoi l} i l lct,  u'ho later served
as chol 'eograpl iel tbr the Sln Diego
Bal le t .

Af let' gladuating fi'<lnr the NIosco'ri'
Consetlatorl', N{ichael u'olkecl for the
l ir lshoi Theatel Ot'chestla and n'ns
a f ir 'st viol inist u' i th the' Composer"s
Union Stl ing Quartet. Hc married
It ' ina Koshe,r 'ava, also an intel 'nert ion-
al lv ronot.necl concelt viol inist.  And
in 1975, thcr,arr ivecl in Southeln Cali-
fblnia aftcr f lecing thc Soriet Union
g' i th l j50 and thc clothes on their
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' l 'he 
l iving r'oonr also

serves as it rnusic r(x)m
and is use(l l irr snrall
roc i ta ls  (abovc) . ' l ' l rc
double bench once
bekrnged t<t Arthur
I lub inst t ' in . ' fhe guest
bathro<lm ( lc l t )  dcm-
onstrates ) I ichael  and
l r ina ' l 'se i t l in 's  lovc f 'ur
.jurtaposing old and ncu'.
' l 'h t 'door  

< la l t 's  to  l l l th-
centur \ '  ( 'h ina.  EDUARDo
C O N T R E R A S '  
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back.
Fifteen year later, Michael started

what has become the prestigious Cali--fornia 
Institute of Music. Graduates

include Dhvid Chan, professor at Jul-
liard and concertmaster at the Met-
ropolitan Opera, and Igor Gruppman,
concertmaster of the Rotterdam Phil-
harmonic.

Villa Verde's interior celebrates
art and music, bringing together the
OldWorld with today. Works of Rem-
brandt, Albrecht Dilrer, Marc Chagall,
Alexander Burganov, Sam Leach and
Nikolai Shurygin are displayed near
Michael's contemporary syrnbolism
paintings. Adding to the cultural rich-
ness are antiquities such as an ancient
Luristan sword dated from 586 to 330
B.C. and an Antonius and Hieronpnus
Amati violin from 1663, which was
once in the collection of Prince Felix
Yusupov ofRussia.

"Certain things reflect our Rus-
sian tastes," Michael said. "We don't
like open spaces, which are so popu-
lar here in Southern California. We
wanted smaller rooms and Iove the
coziness, for example, of our dining
room where you can close the door
so you don't bother others."

Visitors enter through a grand foy-
er where a medal, presented to Irina
by the Polish government for record-
ing and performing music of Karol
Syzmanowski, is inlaid in granite. It
is surrounded by Brazilian cherry and
Santos mahogany hardwood floors
that flow through the entire home. A
medal from Cremona, Italy - Antonio
Stradivari's hometown - is inlaid in
the floor nearby.

The entry presents a view of a crys-
tal-stained glass slrylight interplayrng
with a crystal chandelier with water
cascading over Michael's mural, "Con-
ception." The art is surroundedby 16-
foot-tall granite slabs.

The foyer also features a portrait
of Irina that hangs over an 18th-
century sewing table as well as two
eroded pier supports from Thailand,
which Michael describes as "beauti-
fu| abstract art." Eighteenth-century
Chinese doorswith an archtoppedby
a lSth-century Belgian wood carving
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The ltalian ebony-stained maple kitchen cabinets contrast with the Brazilian cherry and Santos ma-
hogany hardwood floor. "Our sons thought it would be cool," Michael said of the dark wood. "Others
warned us that we would either love it or hate it. We decided to take a chance and we love it."

and a mural painted by Michael mark
the entry to a powder room.

The foyer leads into the living room,
which also serves as a music room for
private concer"ts where guests gather
around a grand piano with a double
bench once belonging to Arthur Ru-
binstein.

"This room is inspirational, which
is why we keep it simple," Irina said.
"Michael drafts compositions here,
then I give my suggestions. It's a very
collaborative room."

The kitchen is lined with stained
Italian maple cabinets illuminated
on the inside with subtle LED lights.
"The ebony color with old bronze trim
was a hot topic of discussion among
Irina, me and our friends," Michael
said. "Our sons thought it would be
cool. Otherswarned us that we would
either love it or hate it. We decided to
take a chance and we love it."

The breakfast table and a bench in
family room are sculpted out of iron
wood from Bali.

"I love this room." Irina said of the
family room, "because it has my fa-
vorite painting of Michael's -'Opera
Scene."'

Michael does most of his work in
his den, furnished with a desk and
grand piano, and surrounded by
framed mementos and artifacts, in-
cluding an indulgence by Pope Paolo

V (1615), a sonnet dedicated to Olym- form the lower level from an unfin.
pia Borghesi on the occasion of her ishedbasementintotwoindependenl
becoming a nun (1698), letters from suites, each with two bedrooms, twc
Arturo Toscanini, Max Bruch and baths and a locked door for privacy
Lev Tolstoy and programs from the One has a kitchen and the other is
Tseitlins' concerts.

Hubbell was recruited to trans- SEE RANCHO SANTA FE.2I

The foyer includes
a portrait oflrina
and two eroded pier
pillars from Thai-
land, which Mi-
chael calls "beauti-
ful. abstract art."
EDUARDO CONTRERAS '
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plunrbed f ol one in the f ir tulc.
"Michat ' l  an< l  I r ina  ta lke< l  a l rou t

hrxv so t latrv hotres in l l lurclto Santa
l ' i '  unrl  I . 'ai lbanks l t lnch huve giant
0nt r'\' wuvs that thel'' a|e rrot cornf<r|t-
lble u' i th," Hubbellsaid. "Our'palt  in-
c' lur l t ,r l  c 'r 'euting an ently u'av to t lre
kxl,cr level and lanclscayting, rvhic'h rve
dir l  u' i th ( 'huck Lang of Solana IJeac'h
u'ho rkrt 's lreauti f i r l  u'ru'k.

"Tht ' thing that f i rscinated ne lnost
u'as the anrazing artu'ork thcv hacl in
thc holrse ancl alouncl the l t lopelt; ' f '
Hul l l r t ' l l  sair l .  "The granitt '  scul l t turc
in the t)'ont i'ntry it rvas nruscun-r
r lul l i t r ' ,  in rr iv opinion."

The guest suites rvele bui l t  fbr the
Tseit l ins'  t \ \ 'o sons, also internation-
alh' r't,nou'necl r.iolin virtuosos, AIex-
runcler '  (Slsha) ancl Paul (Pasha) and
their '  1'oung f irmil ies. Flacl i  room is
luc'c'ertterl ri'ith ."'intage Russian black
Iac'qrrcl wooclen [ 'alekh paint ings.

A l iblalv <l l 'books that has been
in tht,  Tscit l in f i rmilv since thc lTth
( 'entuln'rvns sec'reted out of Russia
scr,cral vears ago. I t  is adjacent to

thc nine ce l lurt rvhele l \1i t 'hael cn jovs
pl lving chcss u' i th his sons unrl trvo
glunclclaught t ' r 's.

A lerv stt'ps awar', Nlichael's lrrt
stucl io boasts l8-l i rot-high cei l ings
anrl tr','o ovt'rsizt'd t'lse ls.

" l  l ike to paint then' rvhi le l istt 'n-
ing to charlbcr nrusic' ,  cspt 'c ' i l l lv
Schullert," he sl i t l .

(  i lanc' ing outclrxrrs, I  l inu lenrarkerl
that nature is her l in ol i tc rrxrnr.

"\ \ Ie huvc alnronrl,  rvalnLrt unrl  nrac-
adanriu nut tr t ' r ,s," she sait l .  " \ \ i ,ulso
grrxr '  passion l i 'ui t ,  olangcs, l t 'nrons,
I imes, glapelnri t ,  lvocado, l l lunrs,
stlarvbelrv guilva, l)ineapple guava
and riirc Mt'xit'rn liuit. There'.s al-
rvavs something in thc gardcn that
wc (':ln cat." l'he 

'l'seitlins 
are veg-

e tanNns.
A gazelro, l l l i ' r ' t ionately lefel ' l ' t l r l  to

as tlrc Ilr.rssian 
'l't'a 

lloonr, sel'\'r's us ir

hospital i tv suite rvhe'r 'c thc 
' l 'scit l ins

t'n.jov a cup of Ilussiun c'ofleo rlr tclr
u' i th f  l ienrls. I t  double s ls a plavhoust
l i l '  the glandchilr lren.

It  is appalent that this is a homc
rvhere chi lch'en nrake me nrorics. The
yard incluclcs l largc u'oorlcn swinp
set anrl ,  nestlcr l  in the tal l  gl 'ass, l l
c 'olk'ct ion of six sculptules of young
lj'ienrls iiv Alexancler ISulgunov titlecl
"Wrlk irr  the Galden."

"He is quite f irrnous now," Michac
said. "His or.rtckrol nronurnental stat.
ues ure st lncl ing in Munich, ( ier.

man.'- ;  Liege, Belgium; in front ol ' thr
Moscorv Alt'lheater and Vakhtangx
Theatel in Mosc'ori, and (ieorgctorvr

Unirtrsi tv in Wrshington."
( 'e lamic sphe les in the garclen lep.

l r , s ( ' l l t  M i (  l l l l t ' l ' s  l r t ' t i s t i t '  t  i s io t t  l t t t r
phikrsophv of the spherical intercon.
nection ol' the r.tnivet'st'.

" lr ina is my tnre love and inslr ira.
t ion," he said. 'Al l  rr l ' tnusic'  and a11
ale inspired onlv bv he'r: I consick'r tht
rnost inrpoltant blessings (lod g:r.,'c
rrtt' - trtv 

"r'if'e, 
nrv childlert lrtd nt1'ad.

opted countr" ' ,  the United States."

A fountain sculpturc bv N{ichael l l i tmos ol 'Santa l larbara is at the Lrl l ran Cox ts an Enctnttas'based wrtter who

rcar of ' tht '  
' l 'se 

i t l in re sidence, u'hich is t i ,(XX) square ft 'e t  and includes has been covenng North County for the
eight bcdr<xlms:rnd seven baths. EDUARDo CoNTRERAS. ir  '  i ,  r , , '  Unron-Tribune srnce 2002.
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